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The right of not knowing 
An article published on May 11, 2019 
in the Süddeutsche Zeitung addresses 
the right of not knowing or ignorance. 
The article criticizes the fact that in 
modern science the accumulation of 
information or knowledge is regarded 
as the greatest virtue, but that the 
world is now drowning in an ocean of 
information, and that a little more 
courage for ignorance would be good. 
Every scientific question answered 
raises new questions. New knowledge 
leads to new unknowns, which feeds 
the machinery of research, which in 
turn generates knowledge and, again, 
even more unknowns. The article states 
that more than ever, strategies to cope 
with overload are necessary. Acquisi-
tion and processing of useless infor-
mation wastes resources, and often just 
serves procrastination. There is even 
the field of agnotology, which deals 
with the dynamics of not knowing. 
According to Prof. Robert Proctor, 
who coined the term agnotology, 
ignorance also includes misconception, 
which is harmful, yet consciously 
generated ignorance is useful and 
contributes to a society with a human 
face. We hope that the 20th Infozine 
will help to find the right balance 
between knowledge and ignorance.  
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Reading: Better on paper or on screen? 
What is better? Reading on paper or on a screen? What does “better” mean at all? 
Better understanding, better memory, faster reading or environment friendly? For 
each purpose there can be another “better”. A meta-analysis that evaluated 54 
studies with 170,000 participants (Pablo Delgado et al: Don’t throw away your 
printed books. Educational Research Review 25, 2018, 23–38), came to the 
conclusion that paper is superior to the screen when reading longer scientific texts, 
at least when looking at memory performance and text comprehension. The authors 
found no differences between paper and screen when reading fictional texts. 
Scientific texts are generally more demanding and usually require that all details are 
read and understood– especially in the case of scientific papers. An entertaining 
novel has usually a simpler story and works even when you read over details. A 
scientific paper can hardly be successfully read and understood in this way, as, in 
general, it is a prerequisite that you have read and understood all the information 
contained in it. 

 
The above study, among others, is the basis for the Stavanger Declaration, a result 
of the European research initiative Evolution in the Age of Digitalization (E-
READ). The members of this EU-funded COST research network met on 
September 3 to 4, 2018 in Stavanger, Norway, to discuss the impact of digitization 
on reading practice and to develop recommendations. The German version of the 
Stavanger Declaration was published in the German Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung, the English and other language versions can be found on the project 
website. Among other things, E-READ recommends teaching students appropriate 
strategies for deep reading on mobile devices, introducing digital literacy skills, and 
developing digital devices and formats which are better adapted to the requirements 
of online reading comprehension. However, the author also recommends that 
students should still be encouraged to read printed books, and that sufficient time 
should be allocated for such reading. 

https://www.sueddeutsche.de/wissen/nichtwissen-forschung-wissenschaft-gesellschaft-1.4440778?reduced=true
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agnotology
https://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=11232
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1747938X18300101
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1747938X18300101
http://ereadcost.eu/stavanger-declaration/
http://ereadcost.eu/
http://ereadcost.eu/
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/feuilleton/buecher/themen/stavanger-erklaerung-von-e-read-zur-zukunft-des-lesens-16000793.html
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/feuilleton/buecher/themen/stavanger-erklaerung-von-e-read-zur-zukunft-des-lesens-16000793.html
http://ereadcost.eu/stavanger-declaration/
http://ereadcost.eu/stavanger-declaration/
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The Infozine Interview 
 
Infozine No. 20 marks the last of our 
Infozine Interviews. We conclude the 
series not interviewing a student or 
Postdoc, but instead interviewing the 
editor of Infozine. 
 
6 questions, today to  
Oliver Renn (at that time around 
22, either already studying 
chemistry at LMU in Munich – or 
still landscape architecture and 
ecology at the TU in Munich, and 
Scandinavian philology at LMU) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Which are the areas scientists 
should focus on more in depth? 
Applied research that tackles the 
challenges of our society (energy, 
health, climate, sustainability, social 
equity) is important. However, basic 
research is similarly important and 
often even more promising, as one 
never knows what applications can 
be derived from basic research. For 
example, major drugs have been 
discovered by serendipity and basic 
research. 
 
2. Where is your favorite place at 
ETH? 
The forest of the Käferberg 
(Chäferberg). Walking around the 
hill (it’s not really a mountain) gives 
me the 1-hour walk, which I need, 
and when I am late, I can see deer. 
 
3. When do you consider a lecture 
fascinating? 
I am biased, as I am also lecturing. 
But I still remember the course, 
where the lecturer, obviously bored, 
flipped transparencies over an 
overhead projector, mumbling 
 
 

 
 
something while looking out of the 
window, watching the students 
walking to the canteen. Having fun is 
definitely important, and the flash 
when you realize you understood a 
concept. 
 
4. What tricks can you share for when 
your motivation hits bottom or you 
are tired of learning? 
That’s a simple question. I got so 
much to do that there is always 
something on my pile of errands I 
like to do – so there is always a 
starting point. I also think it is a big 
difference if you can actually get 
work done – and see results – in 
contrast to studying, where results 
are not obvious. Studying was fun, 
when I could work in the lab, without 
constantly having to prepare for 
examinations. Thus, just try to get to 
the next level soon. 
 
5. Which book would you like to 
recommend? 
I am probably supposed to say all the 
books in our library are wonderful. 
My favorite section within our library 
is Auxiliary Skills, and in particular, 
Design and Visual Communication. 
Otherwise, I can recommend the 
multi-volume series of Norwegian 
novelists, e.g. by Karl-Ove 
Knausgard (Min kamp), and now 
those by the pianist, composer and 
author and Ketil Børnstad, with his 
series on the 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s 
(2018). 
 
6.	Which information resources 
besides Google and Wikipedia do you 
know?? 
As Head of the Chemistry | Biology | 
Pharmacy Information Center, I am 
supposed to know all information 
resources. And as I am a curious 
person, I am tempted to try out as 
many as possible. My favorite is 
Scopus, where I have been an early 
development partner, and Qinsight. 
Google Books helps me to browse 
books to find relevant paragraphs. 

Update on Plan S 
Plan S stands for science, speed, solu-
tion, and shock. The plan enforces that 
all papers that are the products of pub-
licly funded research organizations 
must be free to read, a solution for sci-
ence at a shocking speed – to be imple-
mented by 2020. Publishing Perspec-
tives has published an interview with 
the Plan S Implementation Committee’s 
David Sweeney, addressing those who 
think it is a too tight schedule. 
 

 
 

Publishers of highly ranked scholarly 
journals – including Nature and Science 
– say that they cannot comply with Plan 
S unless its rules are changed, as pub-
lished in a Nature article on February 
29, 2019. Robert-Jan Smits, the Euro-
pean Commission’s open-access envoy 
and architect of Plan S, however says 
that it’s time for prestigious journals to 
come up with new business models. 
“This has happened to the music indus-
try and the film industry, and now it is 
happening to academic publishing.” 
But not only publishers are reluctant, 
also scientific societies, like the Euro-
pean Physical Society (EPS) warn that a 
major open-access initiative in Europe 
could cause ‘irrecoverable damage’ if it 
is implemented too quickly. In a state-
ment, the EPS says that while it wel-
comes the proposal – known as Plan S – 
as a ‘medium to long-term vision’, its 
proponents must get more support by 
engaging further with the scientific 
community. 
Over 600 individuals and organizations 
provided feedback to cOAlition S on the 
implementation guidance of Plan S. 
Originating from over 40 countries, re-
spondents providing feedback included 
researchers, librarians and libraries, 
publishers and editors, universities, 
learned societies, research funders, and 
other interested citizens and organiza-
tions. 

http://www.scopus.com/
https://www.quetzal-search.info/
https://books.google.com/
https://publishingperspectives.com/2019/03/research-england-an-interview-with-the-plan-s-implementation-committees-david-sweeney/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00596-x
https://www.eps.org/news/437914
https://www.eps.org/news/437914
https://www.coalition-s.org/
https://www.coalition-s.org/wp-content/uploads/PR_Plan-S_Feedback_20022019.pdf
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News from the 
ETH Library 
n Organise your files! 
Personal archives of scientists contain 
important documents and data which 
need to be safeguarded for posterity. 
Only if their digital continuity is se-
cured, will the essence of scientific 
work at ETH Zurich survive in the long 
term. The research data management 
and digital curation team at ETH 
Library offers courses and consultations 
providing members of ETH Zurich with 
the necessary skills to manage research 
data. More in a video and at Explora 
ETH Zurich. 
 

 
 
 
n Improved online retrieval of 
personal papers at the ETH Zurich 
University Archives 
In the past, the detailed information on 
documents in the personal papers of the 
ETH Zurich University Archives was 
scattered among a card catalogue, paper 
inventories and the archival database. 
Now that the Mass Indexing and 
Retroconversion (MaRek) project has 
been completed, consistent and ad-
vanced access is ensured. Thanks to the 
transferred catalogue card information 
in the archival database, historically 
relevant documents such as the files of 
the first director of the Swiss 
Polytechnic, Josef Wolfgang von De-
schwanden, or the diaries of the much-
travelled petroleum geologist Arnold 
Heim can now be found and accessed 
more easily. Search via Online Archival 
Database or the ETH Library Search 
Portal. 

n Data management plans  
for the SNF 
Applications submitted to the Swiss 
National Science Foundation (SNSF) 
must include a data management plan 
(DMP). The DMP is recorded online in 
mySNF. The DMP represents a draft at 
this stage. It should be updated during 
the course of the project and be 
available in a final form at the latest 
when the project is completed. 
The research data management team of 
the ETH Library supports researchers at 
ETH Zurich in the creation of DMPs 
and offers advice and reviews of 
individual DMPs. Learn more about 
research data management on ETH 
Library’s website or consult data-
management@library.ethz.ch. Further 
information can be found in a video. 
 
 

 
 
n Finding specific information 
about ETH Library 
From now on, not only documents, but 
also selected information about ETH 
Library and its services will be found on 
the Search Portal. 
Type a term such as “opening hours”, 
“open access” or “geosciences” in the 
search field to find links to ETH 
Library’s websites along with the corre-
sponding information.  
 
n New York Academy of Sciences 
– Digital Archive 
 

Members of ETH Zurich now have 
access to the Wiley Digital Archives 
with interdisciplinary original materials 
from the New York Academy of 
Sciences dating back to its foundation in 
1817. Access takes place via the Wiley 

Digital Archives and, besides research-
related sources, it also gives insight into 
the internal administrative processes of 
the Academy and its members. Various 
analysis and visualisation tools round 
off the resources and enable this chapter 
of American science history to be 
utilised and visualised in a variety of 
ways. 
 
n New standards portal 
Die ETH Library now facilitates access 
to standards via eresearchcenter. The 
following standards are available on the 
new portal: 
• ASTM International 
• DIN 
• Electrosuisse 
• IEEE International 
• INB/Swissmem 
• ISO 
• SAE International 
• SIA International 
• VDI 
For the first time, this enables the 
majority of the standards licensed at 
ETH Library to be used on a common 
platform. Moreover, unlike the previous 
Perinorm, installation of the Adobe 
FileOpen plug-in is no longer required. 
 
 

 
 
n ETH Library covers Royal 
Society of Chemistry open access 
publishing fees 
As of now, scientists from ETH Zurich 
can publish open access in Royal 
Society of Chemistry (RSC) journals 
free of charge. This is on condition that 
the corresponding author of the paper 
submitted be employed at ETH Zurich. 
His or her ETH Zurich email address 
must be provided when transferring the 
manuscript. This applies to all RSC 
journals except RSC Advances. The 
agreement with RSC is the first read & 
publish contract for ETH Zurich. It 
blends electronic access to all RSC 
journals with the option of publishing 
open access in a combined contract 
model.  

http://www.library.ethz.ch/en/Ueber-uns/Veranstaltungen/Forschungsdatenmanagement-1-Grundlagen-des-Forschungsdatenmanagements-FDM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=VX8xwrIv090
https://www.explora.ethz.ch/en/s/organisieren-sie-ihr-archiv/
https://www.explora.ethz.ch/en/s/organisieren-sie-ihr-archiv/
http://archivdatenbank-online.ethz.ch/hsa/#/content/14e4fe42e0d544f4ab793dd459c88ef5
http://archivdatenbank-online.ethz.ch/hsa/#/content/14e4fe42e0d544f4ab793dd459c88ef5
http://archivdatenbank-online.ethz.ch/hsa/#/content/14e4fe42e0d544f4ab793dd459c88ef5
http://archivdatenbank-online.ethz.ch/hsa/#/search?q=reisetagebuch%20arnold%20heim&eskip=0&etake=10&eorderBy=Signatur&esortOrder=asc
http://archivdatenbank-online.ethz.ch/hsa/#/search?q=reisetagebuch%20arnold%20heim&eskip=0&etake=10&eorderBy=Signatur&esortOrder=asc
http://archivdatenbank-online.ethz.ch/hsa/#/search?q=reisetagebuch%20arnold%20heim&eskip=0&etake=10&eorderBy=Signatur&esortOrder=asc
http://archivdatenbank-online.ethz.ch/hsa/
http://archivdatenbank-online.ethz.ch/hsa/
https://www.mysnf.ch/
http://www.library.ethz.ch/de/ms/Digitaler-Datenerhalt-an-der-ETH-Zuerich/Forschungsdaten/Forschungsdatenmanagement
mailto:data-management@library.ethz.ch
mailto:data-management@library.ethz.ch
https://youtu.be/mYNgExSJaMw
https://search.library.ethz.ch/
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/wiley/collections?archive=NYAS
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/wiley/collections?archive=NYAS
https://ethz.eresearchcenter.eu/
http://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/submit-your-article/
http://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/journal-authors-reviewers/submit-your-article/
www.library.ethz.ch
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New E Journals 
JAMAevidence – Journal of the 
American Medical Association 
Members of ETH Zurich now enjoy 
access to JAMAevidence. In JAMAevi-
dence, editors and authors from JAMA 
(Journal of the American Medical Asso-
ciation) explain how medical literature 
can be analysed in order to make evi-
dence-based decisions in clinical re-
search. In addition to three textbooks, 
training guides, an extensive glossary, 
calculation programs, worksheets and 
audio content are also on offer. 
 

 
 

British Medical Journal 
The British Medical Journal is one of 
the flag ships of medicine, the Case 
Studies section is ideal also for hypo-
chondriacs. 
 

Further titles: 
• The American Journal of Bioethics  
• Journal of Medical Ethics 
• Medical Humanities 
 
ChemRxiv with Direct Journal 
Transfer 
ChemRxiv, the chemistry preprint 
server of ACS, GDCh, and RCS for the 
global chemistry community, has an-
nounced Direct Journal Transfer, a new 
feature that is supposed to help authors 
submit their posted preprints to 
established journals for editorial consid-
eration and peer review. This feature, 
which is now available on the Chem-
Rxiv website, currently enables direct 
submission to journals published by the 
American Chemical Society (ACS), the 

Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC) and 
the German Chemical Society (GDCh), 
including ChemPubSoc Europe (CPSE) 
journals. 
 
Pharmaceutical Posters 
Prof. Jon A. Njardarson’s group at 
University of Arizona provides three 
series of posters featuring chemical 
structures of pharmaceuticals. The 
posters can be downloaded in high 
resolution and even better quality pdfs 
are available upon request.  
1) Top-selling pharmaceutical posters: 
For most of the years 2006 to 2016, 
there is a poster listing the top 200 drugs 
(US) by number of prescription or retail 
sales.  
2) Disease-focused posters: A series of 
12 posters depicts, in chronological or-
der of their approval, all molecules rele-
vant to a disease area e.g. anti-infec-
tives, nervous system, oncology, etc. 
They might be helpful for entering a 
new field of medically oriented re-
search.  
3) Finally, there are 3 posters highlight-
ing the relevance of fluorine, sulfur and 
chlorine in pharmaceutical compounds. 
This can be useful for researchers 
involved in developing methodology 
for C-F, C-S and C-Cl bond formation. 

 
 

New journals 
Nature Food, Nature Cancer and Nature 
Reviews Earth and Environment will 
join the Nature Research portfolio of 
journals from January 2020. 
 

 

Tools for organic synthesis 
Chemistry by Design is a tool for 
practicing the thinking skills needed for 
multistep organic synthesis. The app 
guides through synthetic sequences in a 
stepwise manner, depicting starting 
material, reagents and product for each 
step as a flashcard. It features an 
extremely valuable “Quiz” mode wher-
in reagents and products are hidden 
under grey boxes. You can do some 
guesswork before looking at the 
solution by simply tapping on it. At the 
end of each synthesis there is a direct 
DOI link to the primary literature. 
 

 
 

Currently, the app contains more than 
2000 synthetic sequences, spanning a 
period of 119 years and comprising a 
list of over 600 corresponding authors. 
The content is strongly biased towards 
natural products, but also features a 
large number of drug molecules and 
other designed molecules (e.g. cubane). 
While the app performs nicely on Apple 
and Android devices, the desktop ver-
sion requires installation of the outdated 
Adobe flash player (except in Edge).  

 
The app was also developed by the 
group of Prof. Jon A. Njardarson at Uni-
versity of Arizona. For those looking to 
improve their mechanistic and stereo-
chemical understanding of organic 
chemistry, we recommend other apps: 
APOC social or ReactionFlash. 

All drugs are considered FDA approved in the U.S. following the passage of the Pure Food and Drugs Act in 1906.
http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/InformationOnDrugs/ApprovedDrugs/

* The FDA approval year and Market Name is representative of the first three-letter abbreviation of the disease category (see legend) in the series. 
+ This drug has also been FDA approved for additional disorders.

` According to the National Cancer Institute (http://www.cancer.gov), chemotherapy regimens do not have an official FDA approval, however, each individual molecular component is FDA approved.

Approved 1955 Approved 1956 Approved 1956 Approved 1957* Approved 1958* Approved 1959 Approved 1959 Approved 1960 Approved 1962 Approved 1963* Approved 1966 Approved 1966* Approved 1967 Approved 1970 Approved 1970 Approved 1970 Approved 1970s*

Approved 1971* Approved 1971* Approved 1972* Approved 1977 Approved 1977 Approved 1977 Approved 1977 Approved 1978 Approved 1979 Approved 1979 Approved 1980 Approved 1981 Approved 1982 Approved 1983 Approved 1983 Approved 1984 Approved 1984

Approved 1984 Approved 1985 Approved 1985 Approved 1985 Approved 1985 Approved 1985 Approved 1985 Approved 1986* Approved 1986 Approved 1987* Approved 1988 Approved 1988 Approved 1988* Approved 1989 Approved 1989* Approved 1990* Approved 1990*

Approved 1990s Approved 1991 Approved 1991 Approved 1992 Approved 1992* Approved 1992 Approved 1993 Approved 1993 Approved 1993* Approved 1993* Approved 1994 Approved 1995 Approved 1995 Approved 1995 Approved 1995* Approved 1996* Approved 1996

Approved 1996* Approved 1996* Approved 1996* Approved 1996* Approved 1996* Approved 1997 Approved 1997* Approved 1997 Approved 1997 Approved 1997* Approved 1998 Approved 1998 Approved 1998 Approved 1998 Approved 1999* Approved 1999* Approved 2000

Approved 2000 Approved 2000 Approved 2001 Approved 2001 Approved 2002 Approved 2002 Approved 2002 Approved 2002* Approved 2002* Approved 2002* Approved 2003 Approved 2003 Approved 2003 Approved 2003 Approved 2003 Approved 2003* Approved 2003*

Approved 2003* Approved 2004 Approved 2004 Approved 2004* Approved 2005 Approved 2005 Approved 2006 Approved 2006 Approved 2006 Approved 2006 Approved 2006* Approved 2007 Approved 2007 Approved 2007 Approved 2007 Approved 2007 Approved 2008

Approved 2008* Approved 2009 Approved 2009 Approved 2009 Approved 2009* Approved 2010 Approved 2011 Approved 2011 Approved 2011 Approved 2011 Approved 2011 Approved 2011* Approved 2011* Approved 2012 Approved 2012 Approved 2012* Approved 2012

Approved 2012 Approved 2012* Approved 2012* Approved 2012* Not Approved` Not Approved` Not Approved` Not Approved` Not Approved` Not Approved` Not Approved` Not Approved`

ENDOCRINE SYSTEM GENITO-URINARY & SEX HORMONES NERVOUS SYSTEM RES+/ALM/END/DER/SEN END/ALM/DER+/SEN+/RES/CAR NERVOUS SYSTEM NERVOUS SYSTEM NERVOUS SYSTEM ONCOLOGICAL CAR/DER NERVOUS SYSTEM CAR/DER NERVOUS SYSTEM ANTI-INFECTIVE NERVOUS SYSTEM+ NERVOUS SYSTEM CAR/ALM/RES/END/SEN

AIN/DER DER/CAR DER+/CAR/SEN DERMATOLOGICAL DERMATOLOGICAL DERMATOLOGICAL NERVOUS SYSTEM MUSCULO-SKELETAL SYSTEM+ DERMATOLOGICAL NERVOUS SYSTEM SENSORY ORGANS NERVOUS SYSTEM NERVOUS SYSTEM CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM NERVOUS SYSTEM DERMATOLOGICAL RESPIRATORY SYSTEM+

NERVOUS SYSTEM DERMATOLOGICAL CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM NERVOUS SYSTEM DERMATOLOGICAL ANTI-INFECTIVE NERVOUS SYSTEM AIN/SEN SENSORY ORGANS AIN/SEN+/RES RESPIRATORY SYSTEM SENSORY ORGANS MSK/GUS SENSORY ORGANS END/GUS AIN/DER AIN/SEN+/GUS

ALIMENTARY TRACT & METABOLISM ANTI-INFECTIVE ALIMENTARY TRACT & METABOLISM NERVOUS SYSTEM AIN/SEN NERVOUS SYSTEM ALIMENTARY TRACT & METABOLISM NERVOUS SYSTEM CAR/BBO/END SEN/RES NERVOUS SYSTEM ALIMENTARY TRACT & METABOLISM NERVOUS SYSTEM NERVOUS SYSTEM ONC+/END RES+/DER ENDOCRINE SYSTEM

CAR/BBO END/ALM ONC/END AIN/SEN AIN/RES ALIMENTARY TRACT & METABOLISM RES/END ENDOCRINE SYSTEM ANTI-INFECTIVE END/CAR/BBO ANTI-INFECTIVE ENDOCRINE SYSTEM MUSCULO-SKELETAL SYSTEM NERVOUS SYSTEM RES/SEN/AIN AIN/RES RESPIRATORY SYSTEM

ANTI-INFECTIVE ALIMENTARY TRACT & METABOLISM GENITO-URINARY & SEX HORMONES SENSORY ORGANS NERVOUS SYSTEM DERMATOLOGICAL ANTI-INFECTIVE CAR/BBO ONC+/END ONC/ALM ANTI-INFECTIVE SENSORY ORGANS NERVOUS SYSTEM ANTI-INFECTIVE ALIMENTARY TRACT & METABOLISM ALM/ONC ONC/RES

CAR/BBO BLOOD & BLOOD FORMING ORGANS BLOOD & BLOOD FORMING ORGANS ONC+/END ALIMENTARY TRACT & METABOLISM ANTI-INFECTIVE DERMATOLOGICAL ALIMENTARY TRACT & METABOLISM NERVOUS SYSTEM ENDOCRINE SYSTEM ONC/END/ALM SENSORY ORGANS ONCOLOGICAL+ ANTI-INFECTIVE ALIMENTARY TRACT & METABOLISM ANTI-INFECTIVE NERVOUS SYSTEM

NER/SEN ANTI-INFECTIVE NERVOUS SYSTEM CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM CAR/BBO GENITO-URINARY & SEX HORMONES NERVOUS SYSTEM RESPIRATORY SYSTEM ENDOCRINE SYSTEM CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM ONCOLOGICAL+ ONC/RES ONC+/DER RESPIRATORY SYSTEM CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM ONC+/ALM SENSORY ORGANS

MUSCULO-SKELETAL SYSTEM ONC/END+ ALM/ONC/GUS ONC+/BBO ONCOLOGICAL+ ONCOLOGICAL ONCOLOGICAL ONCOLOGICAL ONCOLOGICAL ONCOLOGICAL ONCOLOGICAL ONCOLOGICAL 

( Fludrocortisone ) ( Fluoxymesterone ) ( Halothane ) ( Triamcinolone ) ( Dexamethasone ) ( Fluphenazine ) ( Trifluoperazine ) ( Methoxyflurane ) ( Fluorouracil ) ( Fluocinolone Acetonide ) ( Enflurane ) ( Flumethasone Pivalate ) ( Haloperidol ) ( Flucloxacillin ) ( Droperidol ) ( Flurazepam ) ( Betamethasone )

( Flucytosine ) ( Fluocinonide ) ( Fluorometholone ) ( Clocortolone )  ( Desoximetasone ) ( Diflorasone ) ( Fluoxetine ) ( Sulindac ) ( Amcinonide ) ( Isoflurane ) ( Trifluridine ) ( Halazepam ) ( Diflunisal ) ( Hydroflumethiazide ) ( Triflupromazine ) ( Betamethasone Dipropionate & Clotrimazole ) ( Flunisolide ) 

( Pimozide ) ( Clobetasol ) ( Flecainide ) ( Midazolam ) ( Nystatin & Triamcinolone Acetonide )  ( Pefloxacin ) ( Progabide ) ( Norfloxacin ) ( Prednisolone Acetate & Sulfacetamide ) ( Ciprofloxacin ) ( Astemizole ) ( Dexamethasone & Tobramycin ) ( Flurbiprofen ) ( Fluorometholone Acetate & Tobramycin ) ( Flutamide ) ( Fluconazole ) ( Ofloxacin )

( Fenfluramine ) ( Enoxacin ) ( Nitisinone ) ( Desflurane ) ( Lomefloxacin ) ( Paroxetine ) ( Cisapride ) ( Risperidone ) ( Fluvastatin ) ( Levocabastine ) ( Fluvoxamine ) ( Lansoprazole ) ( Riluzole ) ( Sevoflurane ) ( Bicalutamide ) ( Fluticasone Propionate ) ( Nilutamide ) 

( Atorvastatin ) ( Dexfenfluramine ) ( Gemcitabine ) ( Levofloxacin ) ( Sparfloxacin ) ( Amoxicillin, Clarithromycin & Lansoprazole ) ( Grepafloxacin ) ( Mibefradil ) ( Trovafloxacin ) ( Cerivastatin ) ( Efavirenz ) ( Capecitabine ) ( Celecoxib ) ( Citalopram ) ( Gatifloxacin ) ( Moxifloxacin ) ( Fluticasone & Salmeterol )

( Linezolid ) ( Pantoprazole ) ( Dutasteride ) ( Travoprost ) ( Escitalopram ) ( Fluocinolone Acetonide, Hydroquinone & Tretinoin ) ( Voriconazole ) ( Ezetimibe ) ( Fulvestrant ) ( Oxaliplatin, 5-Fluorouracil, & Leucovorin ) ( Emtricitabine ) ( Ciprofloxacin & Dexamethasone ) ( Fluoxetine & Olanzapine ) ( Gemifloxacin ) ( Lansoprazole & Naproxen ) ( Aprepitant ) ( Gefitinib )

( Rosuvastatin ) ( Amlodipine & Atorvastatin ) ( Ezetimibe & Simvastatin ) ( Cinacalcet ) ( Sorafenib ) ( Tipranavir ) ( Betamethasone Dipropionate & Calcipotriene ) ( Lubiprostone ) ( Paliperidone ) ( Sitagliptin ) ( Sunitinib ) ( Brimonidine & Timolol ) ( Lapatinib ) ( Maraviroc ) ( Metformin & Sitagliptin ) ( Raltegravir ) ( Rufinamide )

( Difluprednate ) ( Besifloxacin ) ( Iloperidone ) ( Pitavastatin ) ( Prasugrel ) ( Dutasteride & Tamsulosin ) ( Ezogabine ) ( Roflumilast ) ( Sitagliptin & Simvastatin ) ( Ticagrelor ) ( Vandetanib ) ( Crizotinib ) ( Vemurafenib ) ( Azelastine & Fluticasone ) ( Lomitapide ) ( Regorafenib ) ( Tafluprost )

( Teriflunomide ) ( Cabozantinib ) ( Enzalutamide ) ( Ponatinib ) ( Capecitabine & Oxaliplatin ) ( Cyclophosphamide, Methotrexate & Fluorouracil ) ( Leucovorin, Fluorouracil, Irinotecan & Oxaliplatin ) ( Leucovorin, Fluorouracil, Irinotecan & Bevacizumab ) ( Leucovorin, Fluorouracil, Irinotecan & Cetuximab ) ( Leucovorin, Fluorouracil, Irinotecan & Oxaliplatin ) ( Fluorouracil & Leucovorin ) ( Gemcitabine & Cisplatin )

Florinef Halotestin Halothane Aristocort Decadron Permitil Stelazine Methoxyflurane  Fluorouracil Synalar Enflurane  Locorten Haldol Floxapen Inapsine Dalmane Bethamethasone

Ancobon Lidex FML Cloderm Topicort Florone Fluoxetine  Clinoril Cyclocort Forane Viroptic Paxipam Dolobid Hydroflumethiazide  Triflupromazine  Lotrisone Aerobid

Orap Temovate Tambocor Versed Mykacet Pefloxacine Progabide Noroxin Blephamide S.O.P. Cipro Astemizole Tobradex Ansaid Tobraflex Eulexin Diflucan Floxin

Fenfluramine  Penetrex  Orfadin Suprane Maxaquin Paroxetine Propulsid Risperidone Lescol Levostin Luvox Prevacid Rilutek Ultane Casodex Flovent Nilandron

Lipitor Redux Gemzar Levaquin Zagam Prevpac Raxar Posicor Trovan Baycol Sustiva Xeloda Celebrex CeleXA Tequin Avelox Advair HFA

Zyvox Protonix Avodart Travatan Lexapro Tri-Luma Vfend Zetia Faslodex Eloxatin Emtriva Ciprodex Symbyax Factive Prevacid Naprapac Emend Iressa

Crestor Caduet Vytorin Sensipar Nexavar Aptivus Taclonex Amitiza Invega Januvia Sutent Combigan Tykerb Selzentry Janumet Isentress Banzel

Durezol Besivance Fanapt Livalo Efient Jalyn Potiga Daliresp Juvisync Brilinta Vandetanib Xalkori Zelboraf Dymista Juxtapid Stivarga Zioptan

Aubagio Cometriq Xtandi Iclusig CAPOX CMF FOLFIRI FOLFIRI-Bevacizumab FOLFIRI-Cetuximab FOLFIRINOX FU-LV Gemcitabine-Cisplatin CATEGORY ABBREVIATIONS
ALIMENTARY TRACT & METABOLISM
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Fluorinated Pharmaceuticals
Created by the Njardarson Group (The University of Arizona): Edon Vitaku, Elizabeth A. Ilardi, Jón T. Njarðarson

https://jamaevidence.mhmedical.com/
https://www.bmj.com/
https://jme.bmj.com/
https://mh.bmj.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/uajb20
https://www.nature.com/natcancer/
https://twitter.com/apocsocial?lang=de
https://reaxyschem.elsevier.com/reactionflash-app-23F7-1840JU.html
https://njardarson.lab.arizona.edu/content/disease-focused-pharmaceutical-posters
https://njardarson.lab.arizona.edu/content/top-pharmaceuticals-poster
https://njardarson.lab.arizona.edu/content/disease-focused-pharmaceutical-posters
http://chemistrybydesign.oia.arizona.edu/
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Reading faster with Spritz 
The D-CHAB Self Evaluation Report 
has 100,000 words. At an average 
reading speed of 100 words per minute, 
it takes almost 17 hours – two full 
working days. You can read faster if 
the lines are shorter, ideally with 50 to 
60 characters per line. Anyone who 
attended the Coffee Lecture on Basics 
in Design knows that. And here Spritz 
comes in. Spritz is an application with 
which you can read texts on websites in 
shortened lines, and thus much faster. 
 

 
 

Experienced Spritz readers can read at 
up to 1000 words per minute and, thus, 
10 times faster. However, this does not 
work with PDFs, but only with HTML 
pages on the web. Spritz recently 
announced the release of Spritzlet 2.0 
featuring unlimited speed controls and 
– by popular demand – a new Progress 
Bar. And, after five years of being free, 
an annual subscription is now required. 
Act now to take advantage of the 
discounted U$3.99 subscription which 
will increase to U$4.99 on May 15, 
2019. If you do not subscribe, the 
maximum speed is limited to 100 
words per minute. 
 

 
 
 
ResearchGate & Springer Nature 
ResearchGate and Springer Nature, 
who met at a German court not long 
ago due to copyright infringement law 
suits, are partnering now to pioneer 
innovative access models for scientific 
content in the rapidly evolving research 
ecosystem. Thus, full-text articles 
published in selected Nature journals 
since November 2017 have been rolled 
out to researchers’ ResearchGate 
profiles in March 2019. 

Searching for patents (1) 
Patents account for about 80% of the scientific 
information, but most researchers stick with journal 
articles. Of course, patents often are no fun to read, 
lengthy, and especially chemistry patents may have 
hundreds if not millions of prophetic chemical structures, 
or patent attorneys force researchers to make chemical 
structures as difficult to understand as possible. For 
prophetic structures, we like to refer to the 10-year old 
Hall of Shame entry at PIUG, referring to a talk that Paul 
Peters gave in 2009. However, it is not only about 
understanding patents but also about searching patents. 
There is just one good reason to use Google Patents (the 
PDF is easier to download, and more importantly, 
searchable as not an Image PDF).  
 

 
 
For searching patents, we recommend Espacenet. The 
European Patent Office recently released their new beta 
version, which looks really good. Their aim was “to create 
our vision of the future of public patent search ..., … a 
patent search experience that is intuitive, extensible, 
dynamic, portable and accessible”. User Experience 
Design has definitely successfully been applied, using the 
new Espacenet is really intuitive. Nevertheless, the EPO 
has produced a short video, available on YouTube, that 
highlights and explains the search in the new Espacenet. 
And the example they chose – for a worldwide audience 
– are patents on lasers by Prof. Ursula Keller, from the 
Physics Department of ETH Zurich. The video is 
available in German, English and French on Youtube.  
 
 

If you do not know what is what just activate Tooltips and 
almost every item is explained. In the following example 
on next page, we are searching for Wendelin Stark’s 
artificial heart. 
 

 

Continued on page 6 

 

 

App Tip (1) 
 

LärmApp 
measures noise 

level 
 

 
 

It’s too loud in the 
library? 

The neighbors say 
you are too noisy? 

 
 

You need facts 
about how loud or 
how quiet it really 
is? There is an app 

also for that. Not an 
official one, but one 

from the German 
Professional 

Association of Ear, 
Nose and Throat 

Doctors.  
The app not only 

measures the noise 
level, but also gives 
information on the 
assessment of the 

danger of the 
current noise level.  

 
More valid results 

presumably require 
an external 

microphone.  
 
 

 
 

https://www.spritzlet.com/
https://www.researchgate.net/
https://wiki.piug.org/display/PIUG/CAS+indexing+of+prophetic+substances+-example+of+megapatents%2C+possible+implications+for+chemical+patent+searching
https://patents.google.com/
https://worldwide.espacenet.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ZNpl2o0RRQ
https://youtu.be/b-db0qRtoag
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxKpWWRdqsE
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In Review: Springer Nature 
makes submitted articles 
visible to the research 
community 
Usually, a submitted article is visible to 
fellow researchers only once it has 
been accepted. The only solution to 
make those articles visible and 
accessible is by publishing them first 
on a preprint server. At the end of last 
year, STM publisher Springer Nature 
piloted In Review, an author service 
which provides a pre-publication 
platform, along with other author 
services and benefits, to open up the 
submission, review and editorial 
process. The service received such a 
positive take-up (>50%) that it is 
offered now as an option for all authors 
across more BMC journals, starting 
with the 50 BMC series journals. In 
Review allows authors to share their 
work while it is under review and 
engage the wider community in 
discussion. On the other side, the 
research community can follow and 
comment on emerging science, and 
note which editorial checks the 
manuscript has already passed. 
Curious? See the list of participating 
journals and examples here. 
 

 

Searching for patents (2) 
Continuued from page 5 
 
A search for “Wendelin Stark heart” yields seven results: 
 

 
 
But where is the patent document download? The func-
tionality is still hidden. You need to click on the spine top 
right. 
 

 
 

And, unfortunately, also in the new Espacenet the 
downloaded patents are still not searchable as they are 
image PDFs. You need e.g. Adobe Pro and use text 
recognition or simply copy paste the Patent number, in 
this example US2016250401A1, to Google Patents, 
Advanced Search. At Google Patents, the download PDF 
button is obvious. 
 

 

 

 

 

App Tip (2) 
 
 

Keynote 
 

 
 

This is an app tip for 
Mac users only. All 

Mac users have 
Keynote, but mostly 

continue using 
PowerPoint. 

However, Keynote 
has some new cool 
features that allow 

you to design all 
kinds of animation 

using the Apple 
Pencil. When done, 

you can send the 
presentation to your 
Mac, and continue 
working, or do final 

changes on an 
iPhone.  

To create a motion 
path, draw any path 

with a pencil on 
your iPad, and select 
the desired objects 

for animation.  
 

 
 

Of course, you can 
change also the 
duration of the 

animation. And you 
can convert into a 

video and just run a 
video.  

 

It is also possible to 
resize an object as it 
moves over the slide 

and then make it 
disappear. 

 

https://www.springernature.com/gp/authors/campaigns/in-review/journals
https://patents.google.com/advanced
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Revision of the website of 
the Information Center  
On November 11, 2013 we relaunched 
our website, which until then had 
focused mainly on the catalogue and 
library services. With the relaunch, the 
site became dynamic for the first time 
and was able to display all our offers. 
Also, for the first time it was possible to 
search and find the right information 
solution with the “Databases” and 
“Tools” modules – by subject area, 
question, type of database or by a free 
text search. Another dynamic 
functionality of the website were the 
events. After five years, however, it was 
time to revise the structure of the 
website, improve navigation, edit the 
contents and to further optimize the site 
for mobile devices. In addition, several 
technical updates were already pending 
and could no longer be delayed. The 
most striking change is the new, 
horizontal navigation. We hope that you 
also like the revised page, which now 
also makes our teaching activities and 
publications easier to find. In the next 
step, until mid-June 2019, we will 
revise and increase the contents of 
“Databases” and “Tools” – but the 
functionality will remain the same. 
 
Thieme Chemistry deposits 
chemical structures to PubChem 
Thieme Chemistry has provided 
approximately 700,000 distinct struc-
tures to PubChem. In addition to the 
structural information, the upload in-
cludes more than 1,200,000 distinct 
links from chemicals to the Thieme 
Chemistry journals and online product 
portfolio, enlarging the number of 
chemical structures in PubChem with 
links to the scientific literature. Of the 
700,000 Thieme Chemistry chemical 
structures deposited to PubChem, 89% 
did not have literature links prior to this 
contribution. In addition, 42% of the 
700,000 chemical structures are new to 
PubChem.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Open Access is taking off 
In the first four months of 2019 already 
quite a few “read and publish” agree-
ments with publishers have been 
reported, allowing researchers of an 
institution or a country to publish open 
access without APCs (article processing 
fees) in all journals of this publisher – 
and also to be able to access and read all 
publications. Examples are: 
• Germany’s Max Planck Society signed an 

agreement with Cambridge University 
Press 

• Germany’s Max Planck Society signed an 
agreement with American Chemical 
Society 

• Hungarian Electronic Information Service 
National Programme with Royal Society of 
Chemistry 

• Bavarian State Library Consortium with 
Cambridge University Press 

• Dutch Surf Consortium with Emerald 
• UK Jisc Collections and Cambridge 

University Press 
• DEAL (German universities) and Wiley (the 

contract is online) 
• Norwegian UNIT (Norwegian Universities) 

and Elsevier 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommended Books 
Lab Girl 
Lab Girl is a 2016 memoir by American 
geochemist, geobiologist, and professor 
Hope Jahren. Each 
section follows 
roughly the same 
pattern of one chap-
ter that follows 
Jahren‘s life and 
one chapter that de-
scribes an element 
of her research or of 
general botanical 
facts. In addition to 
relating her life‘s 
work, Jahren touch-
es on plant biology 
and larger themes 
in the scientific community, including 
the current problems with securing 
funding, the over-saturation of the 
market with scientists, and the sexism 
that female scientists face in the field. 
Jahren also briefly relates her struggles 
with her own mental health. The book 
received many prizes and awards, like 
the AAAS Prize for Excellence in 
Science Books, and is available in our 
library. It is also one of the few books 
that have a Wikipedia entry. 

http://www.infozentrum.ethz.ch/
https://www.thieme.de/de/thieme-chemistry/home-51399.htm
https://www.projekt-deal.de/wiley-contract
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lab_Girl
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Reorganization of the 
holdings in the Information 
Center  
The reorganization of the collection, 
which is intended to ensure that there 
will still be space in the Information 
Center for new books in a wide variety 
of subject areas in about 15 years’ time, 
comes to an end. This is also connected 
with a revision of the systematics, 
which is a prerequisite for the 
placement of books in the Information 
Center (in technical language: 
systematic free-hand display). Mean-
while, also the books of materials 
science have been reorganized into vari-
ous subject areas and can be found in 
their own subject area “materials sci-
ence” in the shelves of the G floor or 
browse online through the CLICAPS 
topic overview. 
 

 
 
New classification of 
material science books 
Books, handbooks and tables, which 
have so far been distributed between 
Macromolecular Chemistry, Physical 
Chemistry and Condensed Matter Phys-
ics have now been joined together in the 
new collection “Materials Science” on 
the G floor, right after Macromolecular 
Chemistry. The main topics of our Ma-
terials Science collection are Basics & 
Textbooks, Characterization & Testing, 
Composition & Structure, Corrosion, 
Encyclopedias, General, Handbooks & 
Dictionaries, Material Processing, 
Modeling & Simulation, Nanotechnol-
ogy, Physical Properties, Series and 
Types of Materials. We hope that this 
new classification will help you dis-
cover interesting books and improve 
visibility of our Materials Science col-
lection. 

ChemDraw Workshop 
It was in February 2015 when we held 
our last ChemDraw workshop, with 
Pierre Morieux, the ChemDraw Wizard 
– well known for his entertaining 
YouTube videos. Now it’s time for a 
new workshop. If you want to use all 
possibilities of the ChemDraw software 
– and there is more than you think – 
register for the ChemDraw workshop 
on June 13, 2019. Learn how to draw 
and analyze complex schemes and 
molecules within seconds and do other 
magic things with hotkeys, shortcuts 
and functions. You can will details and 
the registration link on our website. 

 
 
 

First machine-generated book 
The book provides an overview of the 
latest research in the rapidly growing 
field of lithium-ion batteries. In close 
collaboration between Springer Nature 
and researchers from Goethe University 
Frankfurt/Main, a state-of-the-art algo-
rithm, the so-called Beta Writer, was 
developed to select, consume and pro-
cess relevant publications in this field 
from Springer Nature’s content plat-
form SpringerLink. The eBook is freely 
available for readers on SpringerLink. 
Books generated by algorithms are not 
new. The editor of Infozine has already 
produced a report on antisense oligonu-
cleotides in 2002. The report was cre-
ated using a domain-specific ontology 
from a knowledge database. How much 
reworking was necessary for the book 
written by Beta Writer is unknown.  
 

Coffee Lecture Series 18 
10 Minutes of Knowledge and a 
free coffee 
The 18th series of the Coffee Lectures 
starts at the beginning of the semester 
break on June 4, 2019. We are very 
happy to announce that two Coffee 
Lectures will be given by scientists 
from the D-CHAB. On June 11, 2019, 
Prof. Jean-Christophe Leroux will 
report on his interactions with predatory 
publishers. The complete program can 
be found on our website. You can also 
filter by “Coffee Lectures” in the 
“Events” module and enter the coffee 
lectures you would like to attend in your 
electronic calendar. By the way, since 
Coffee Lectures have been launched at 
ETH Zurich in December 2013, the 
format has now been adopted by 71 
other universities. 
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June 13, 2019
14:00–16:15 
ETH Zürich, Campus Hönggerberg, HCI J7
Dr. Pierre Morieux, ChemDraw Wizard and Global Marketing Manager ChemDraw, 
PerkinElmer Informatics
Dr. Paul-Steffen Kuhn, Field Application Scientist – Chemistry, PerkinElmer Informatics

Finally another interactive workshop on ChemDraw by PerkinElmer! Get to know the latest 
features of ChemDraw 18. Pierre Morieux aka the ChemDraw Wizard is going to show you 
how ChemDraw can be used most efficiently in his unique and entertaining style. For 
hands-on experience, please bring your laptop with ChemDraw installed.

14:00 – 15:30: What Is New and Exciting
15:45 – 16:15: PerkinElmer Signals Notebook - Product Demo
               16:15: Apéro & Troubleshooting

For better planning, please register at
https://doodle.com/poll/n3hwvm97942qmh8c

Attendance is free and guests from other institutions are most welcome.

ChemDraw Workshop

Thirsty for coffee? 
Thirsty for knowledge? 
Get both. For free. 

Coffee Lectures
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
HCI G2 | 13:00 - 13:10 |10 minutes only
www.infozentrum.ethz.ch

https://clicaps.ethz.ch/thes.php?lang=en&id=3018
https://doodle.com/poll/n3hwvm97942qmh8c
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-16800-1
www.infozentrum.ethz.ch



